
Our Oakland

Our Solutions
10 Ways to Make Oakland Safer
Prevention 
1. Eliminate job discrimination against low-income people and formerly imprisoned people by fully funding job training 
for low-income Oakland residents, completing the Ban the Box process in Oakland, and requiring that all employers hire 
locally and provide sustainable wages and benefits to their employees. 

2. Put a moratorium on foreclosures and other practices that displace working class Oakland residents such as city and 
private redevelopment projects. 

3. Fully fund new and existing after-school programs, and cultural and artistic youth centers such as East Side Arts Al-
liance and Malcolm X Grassroots Movement and pay youth to come up with the programming and staff  them.  Train 
young people in peer counseling and conflict mediation and pay them to work in these community centers. 

4. Open book stores, community gardens, skateboard rinks, venues for graffiti, and drug and alcohol treatment centers 
in low-income communities in Oakland. Train and pay young people, formerly imprisoned people, and people in stable 
recovery to design and run them. 

5. Fully fund free and low cost appropriate healthcare and mental healthcare for low income people.  This must include 
mental health support for people who have survived and/or witnessed police violence and other trauma. 

Intervention 
6. Fully fund and replicate successful gang prevention and intervention programs such as H.O.M.E.Y. SF, Homies Uni-
dos, & Barrios Unidos. 

7. Support and fund more alternatives to policing such as the Story Telling and Organizing Project, Communities United 
Against Violence, and other community-based organizations working to prevent and respond to harm. 

8. Remove police presence from Oakland public schools and replace them with more teachers and counselors, and trans-
formative justice programs for dealing with harm and violence on campus. Train and pay young people to implement the 
programs. 

9. Disarm the BART Police. 

10. Create and fund an independent, community-run hot line that documents and compiles incidents of  police harass-
ment and abuse.  

These are just a few of our ideas on how to make Oakland safer. We will be doing more research into specific 
funding measures and publishing a more detailed version soon. What are your ideas on how to reduce both inter-
personal harm and systemic and state violence? What is your plan for a safer Oakland?  Please write them on the 
big papers, or email them to us at stoptheinjunction@gmail.com with the subject “Making Oakland Safer.”   


