
The Community’s Demands

1. We demand community involvement in decision-making and strategies affecting our
community. We will not allow elected officials or governing bodies to disregard our concerns
and permit laws, ordinances, injunctions, and/or resolutions to be implemented in our
communities without an inclusive and representative community decision process. We
demand that city officials attend town hall meetings in directly targeted communities in order
to hear a representative voice of the people. Community members’ concerns and plans must
be included in any proposed laws, policies, etc.

2. We demand a stop to all proposals,the proposal, implementation and enforcement of
Gang Injunctions in Oakland and the removal of all people in a current gang injunction
database.

· Gang Injunctions do not address the root causes of violence, such as poverty and
, unemployment,. We need access to good jobs, quality education, health care, mental
health services and affordable housing in order to make our communities safe. miss-
education, colonization, lack of family services, and mental health issues.
· Gang Injunctions are a means for legalized racial profiling, stripping youth and
adults of their civil rights. A “war on gangs” is a war on youth and underprivileged
communities.
· Gang injunctions do not work. Studies of gang injunctions in L.A. found that
they either did not reduce the incidence of crime/violence in the area, actually
increased the incidence or crime or only resulted in a modest decrease in crime. This
doesn’t warrant the time and resources put into the injunction in the first place.
· The City of Oakland does not have the money to implement and enforce a gang
injunction.

3. We demand that social and violence prevention programs receive an equal or greater
amount of funding as youth and adult incarcerationthe City of Oakland invest in people, not
police and prisons
. We insist that the City of Oakland: (1) Allocate a greater amount of resources to support
community-based , owned and operated alternatives to the criminal justice system’s
mechanism of arrest, prosecution, detention and incarceration. . (2) Invest in youth
development, drug treatment, recreation, job placement, tattoo removal, education, youth
organizing /leadership and/or cultural arts programs. (3) Separate youth development from
law enforcement: Do not require community agencies to share program information, files or
youth progress with law enforcement, which has historically been utilized to criminalize
youth. (4) Stop increasing funding to police, probation, and sheriffs department prevention
and intervention programs. Redistribute these funds to community-based programs, which are
less expensive and more effective in developing youth and reducing youth violence.

4. Cease the gentrification of North Oakland and any other Oakland community.We demand
access to affordable, safe housing. Our neighborhoods are being flooded with
condominiums and unaffordable housing units that drive families, children, working class
and poor people out of Oakland. We demand affordable/ low-income housing that takes into



account the annual salaries and city living expenses of families and working class people, as
well as holding the Planning Department accountable in regards to the environmental impact
in a community. We also demand these affordable housing units be inclusive of community
programs rather than be utilized as corporate storefronts. .

5. We want an end to “gangster tactics” used by the Gang Task Force. We demand that
police officers are held accountable for abusing their authority and using repressive tactics
against community members. Members of the Gang Task Force use disrespectful language,
threateningly aim guns at individuals, drop people off in “rival territories,” unfairly label
people “gang members” in court and in falsified documents, and dehumanize individuals
through regular abuse of power. We demand that all police officers are held accountable for
their abusive actions through investigations, punishment, and/or termination.

56. We demand the enforcement of Oakland’s “sanctuary law” and cease any involvement
with I.C.E.
We want an end to police, sheriff, and I.C.E. collaborations; as well as any deportation raids
to cease in our communities. Anyone deported to countries with “zero tolerance” for gang
involvement are in danger of being killed by mercenaries and international governments. The
City of Oakland should understand and protect the human rights of anyone undocumented
and in risk of deportation. The City must recognize that many of these individuals are forced
by economic and civil conditions to come to the United States as a result of US international
corporate expansion.


