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When the North Oakland gang injunction was filed in early 2010, 

residents, families and community members joined together to 

oppose its implementation. Later in the year when the Oakland 

Police Department (OPD) filed a second gang injunction in Fruitvale, 

that opposition united residents in North and East Oakland and 

took the fight to City Council to put pressure on the city bureaucracy 

to do the right thing: eliminate the use of gang injunctions.  

As the 2012 City elections near, District 1 will be electing a new 

representative into City Council, and gang injunctions are a hot-

button issue. Because the North Oakland gang injunction impacts 

the wellbeing of North Oakland residents, we urge you get familiar 

with each District 1 candidates’ positions on gang injunctions and 

policing whether or not you decide to vote or are eligible to.  

 
DISTRICT ONE 

Oakland's City Council District 1 is said to include some of the city's 

“most attractive and desirable neighborhoods, a number of its best 

public schools, four library branches and a variety of parks and 

open spaces,” according to the City’s website.  

The boundaries of District One include the City of Berkeley in the 

north, the City of Emeryville to the west, the Contra Costa County 

line along the Oakland Hills to the east and MacArthur 

Boulevard/the City of Piedmont/Broadway Terrace and Pinehaven 

to the south and southeast.   

Neighborhoods in District One include:  

 Piedmont Avenue  

 Temescal 

 Golden Gate 

 Hiller Highlands 

 Rockridge 

 Colby Park 

 Mosswood 

 

 

 Longfellow 

 Fairview Park 

 North Hills 

 Bushrod 

 Claremont 

Canyon  
 Panoramic Hill 

THE NORTH OAKLAND INJUNCTION & 2012 ELECTION  

Our communities know best 

what we want and need! 

 

Join us for: 

 

People’s Forum 

On Public Safety 

Wednesday, Oct. 17, 2012 

7pm 

 

East Side Cultural Center 

2277 International Blvd 

Oakland, CA  

*Event organized by Stop the Injunctions Coalition: 

 www.stoptheinjunction.wordpress.com  stoptheinjunction@gmail.com 

  

http://www.stoptheinjunction.wordpress.com/
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The North Oakland Gang Injunction 

District 1 is enduring heightened gentrification and is where Oakland’s 
first gang injunction was filed and implemented. The North Oakland 
injunction zone covers 100-blocks that run from the 580 freeway to 
Alcatraz Ave. between San Pablo and Telegraph Avenues.   Compared to 
the rest of the District 1, the neighborhoods targeted by the injunction 
have considerably less access to resources that build strong 
communities.  

 

Anti-immigrant sentiments and policies have violent effects on the 

health and wellbeing of Oakland’s communities. 

 

 Maintain Oakland’s commitment to being a Sanctuary City 

and aggressively fight the criminalization of immigrant 

communities (including the use check-points and workplace 

raids) 

 End all collaborations with Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement (ICE)  

3. Stand Up for Immigrant Communities; No to Deportations, 

No to Collaborations with ICE 

 

4. Affordable Housing and Stable Employment for all 

 
Defending access to full and stable employment as well as affordable and 

secure housing helps to protect against harmful effects of gentrification and 

the destruction of the cultural life of our neighborhoods. 

 

 Demand accountability from the Planning Department regarding the 

environmental impacts of any development in our communities  

 Demand that affordable housing units include connections to community 

programs 

 Re-purpose foreclosed properties for affordable housing 

 Implement eviction moratorium 

 

5. Increase Accountability from City Government and Decision-

Making Power for All Oakland Residents 

 
Laws, ordinances, and resolutions to be implemented in Oakland 

communities must have a transparent, accountable, and representative 

community decision-making process.   

 

 Prioritize town hall meetings in all neighborhoods (especially those 

most affected by violence, poverty, and disenfranchisement) to hear a 

representative voice of the people 

 Create clear and regular channels of communication with community 

members and community organizations (especially those traditionally 

shut out of decision making), such as open and transparent City Council 

meetings 

 Ensure public notices are readily available and translated into 

languages most appropriate to the residents of the impacted 

neighborhoods 

 

  



 

Lorem & Ipsum [Insert Date \ Issue] 

9 4 

What is a gang injunction? 
 

A civil gang injunction is a court order against a person or group 

suspected of being involved in a gang who are living or hanging 

out in an area named as a “safety zone.” The North Oakland 

injunction, currently in effect with no court review or end-date 

set, was imposed in 2010 against 15 individuals. The City filed 

another injunction against 42 people in the Fruitvale. Before it 

was legally in place, (Oct. 2011), the people named and their 

families had been harassed by police, had their homes raided 

and even imprisoned for violating the “injunction”. Due to 

increased gentrification and police harassment, no one named 

in the North Oakland injunction lives in the zone anymore.  

During each election cycle and throughout the year, politicians claim to be 

concerned about violence in our neighborhoods without offering substantial 

plans to stop violence that amount to more than quick fixes. Their responses to 

violence rely on increased police powers and presence, and frequently amount to 

more violence—40% of the city’s general fund is allocated for policing.  We 

challenge the candidates to be creative, innovative, and bold in suggesting 

alternatives to policing and criminalization that could result in long-lasting, 

sustained health and wellbeing for District 1 residents. 

 

OUR OAKLAND, OUR SOLUTIONS! 

Stop the Injunctions Coalition’s  

2012 Public Safety Platform 
 

1. Stop the Injunctions! 

Oakland residents have been resoundingly clear: Gang injunctions are a failed, 

divisive, and destructive policy that destabilizes communities by extending the 

negative effects of racial profiling, criminalization, and imprisonment while 

drawing precious resources away from programs and services that are proven to 

reduce harm and violence in our communities. 

 

 Deauthorize and defund gang injunctions in Oakland 

 Allocate a similar amount of money wasted on gang injunctions (nearly $1.5 

million) towards pre-existing, community-based restorative justice and violence 

intervention programs rather than legal fees and police overtime 

 

2. Prioritize the economic, social & cultural needs of  

 all our communities 

 
Families, neighborhoods, and communities are strongest when they have access to 

and decision-making power over quality education, healthcare, and full and 

empowering employment. 

 

 Support and expand re-entry services and programs for people returning home 

from prisons and jails 

 Invest in people over policing by reducing the police budget (which stands at 

nearly 40% of Oakland’s general fund)and supporting:  

o expanded staffing, hours, and programing at community centers  

o community-based restorative justice and violence intervention 

programs 

 Stand up for youth: 

o increase funding for afterschool programs 

o expand funding for youth job training programs 

o reject  youth curfews 
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In theory, only those people named in the injunctions will be affected, and 

only while they are in the communities labeled gang zones by Oakland 

police. However, all people in the zone are subject to harassment, 

including high levels of surveillance, frequent stops by police, and 

physical and verbal harassment. Injunctions result from and spread rac ial 

profiling. In a city as impoverished as Oakland, gang injunctions waste 

public resources and prioritize criminalization over community health and 

threaten to further destabilize neighborhoods and families.  

Who’s Affected? 

Research shows that injunctions have no long-term impact on violent 

crime or drug trafficking and have detrimental effects on the 

communities they’re implemented in, including increased police 

harassment and racial profiling. Those on the injunction are prohibited 

from standing together, wearing certain colors, carrying gang tools 

(which include felt tip markers and other items that are already 

criminalized outside of the injunction). The injunction also puts those 

named under a curfew. To challenge the injunction or get off the list, the 

named individual has to hire their own attorney, costing them thousands 

of dollars, and go through a lengthy legal process. This means that once 

named, those people are confined to a curfew and have major 

restrictions around physical movement and who they spend time with, 

without having even been charged with a crime. Injunctions are often 

imposed on neighborhoods bordering gentrifying areas and research 

shows they are often tools for future gentrification.  

What do gang injunctions do?  

 Supports 

Injunctions 

Supports 

Increased 

Policing 

Position on Policing 

Dan Kalb No Yes Supports increased 

property taxes to exclusively 

hire and maintain a larger 

police force. 

Len Raphael No Yes “If it takes a hybrid of such 

ideological opposites as… 

Stop and Frisk, combined 

with Wilson Riles, Jr.'s 

version of restorative 

justice, that's fine with me.” 

Donald 

Macleay 

No Yes "Cops need to act like a 

paramilitary group and we 

should be able to drop the 

hammer down if 

necessary." 

Amy Lemly No Yes Wants OPD expanded to be 

800 officers. 
Richard Raya No Yes “I will work to increase the 

size of Oakland's police 

force.” 

Craig Brandt Maybe Yes Has said at candidate 

forums he opposes 

injunctions, but his website 

claims he supports them 

with reservations.  

Don Link Yes Yes “If school-day curfews do 

not stem the tide of school-

age homicides, then expand 

it to 7 day 365." 

 

Where Do the Candidates Stand on Policing?  
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Where Do the District 1 Candidates Stand with Gang Injunctions? 
 

“More 

injunctions 

of this sort 

are in 

order.” 

“I regret 

supporting 

the gang 

injunctions 

at City Hall 

last year….I 

was wrong.” 

“The injunction itself is still 

a question mark with me. I 

support it, but I don’t think it 

has produced the results 

that we were expecting.” 

“I see gang 

injunctions as 

desperate 

measures 

made 

necessary by 

the fact that 

we don't 

have enough 

police 

officers.” 

“Police 

Officers have 

shared with 

me that they 

already have 

the 

authority to do 

what the gang 

injunction 

empowers 

them to do” 

“I am a very strong 

advocate of getting 

Oakland off the merry-go-

round that takes out 

youth into the criminal 

justice system and rarely 

lets them back off. This 

vicious circle is a big part 

of why we have such 

chronic crime in our city.  

“I am very 

skeptical about 

the value of 

the so-called 

gang 

injunctions. 

The data 

shows that it 

has very 

questionable 

value.”  
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